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Church Medical Code Ended 
In New York Public Hospitals 


The ban on birth control therapy, 
even when the patient’s life is at 
stake, which had been imposed on 
public hospitals in New York City 
by the Roman Catholic Church for 
many years, was finally ended on 
Sept. 17. 

Prelude to the decision by the 
Hospital Board was an all-out head- 
on battle between the city’s Protes- 
tant and Jewish communities on 
the one hand, and the Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy on the other. Occasion 
of the battle was a decision by Dr. 
Morris A. Jacobs, Superintendent, 
which denied a birth control device 
to a Protestant woman seriously ill 
of diabetes whose life, said her 
physician, would have been jeopard- 
ized by another pregnancy. 

Criticized 

Confronted with highly vocal criti- 
cism, Dr. Jacobs tried to brazen it 
through. He high-handedly refused 
even to discuss the matter with 
Protestant leaders, although later he 
consented to do so. The Protestant 
forces were effectively led by Dr. Dan 
Potter, executive head of the Protes- 
tant Council. The New York chapter 
of POAU was a tower of strength 
in the long struggle as were all the 
major Jewish groups. 

On September 17, the hospital 
board overruled Dr. Jacobs. It said 
that public funds could be used to 
provide birth control therapy in cases 
where life would be jeopardized by 
pregnancy and where such therapy 
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Sister Grace Matthew, a Maryknoll Sis- 
ter, is shown intoning the Rosary in the 
Detroit courtroom of Common Pleas Judge 
James M. Jeffries on August 28, 1958. She 
accepted the judge’s invitation that day to 
lead the regular noonday Rosary he has 
said weekly with county employees since 
the start of World War II. 





was desired. The vote was 8 to 2 
with Dr. Jacobs abstaining and the 
two Catholic members apparently 
voting in obedience to clerical orders. 


Protestants Close Ranks 


The Protestant protagonists which 
included every single major denom- 
ination operating in New York City, 
received their final encouragement 
before the showdown from the strong 
voice of Dr. Jesse Lyons in the pulpit 
of the Riverside Church. 

This is what Dr. Lyons said, and 
this is what members of the hospital 
board read in the New York Times 
with their morning coffee the day be- 
fore the vote: 

“The philosophy of the (Ro- 
man) Catholic Church has long 
been that ‘when you are in 


(Continued on page 6) 








Pius Xll 


Shortly before this issue of “Church 
and State” went to press, the death 
was announced in Rome of Eugenio 
Pacelli, His Holiness Pope Pius XII, Su- 
preme Pontiff of the Roman Catholic 
Church and Sovereign of Vatican City. 


Millions of American Catholics are 
mourning a leader who was devoted and 
able. No Pope in the history of his 
Church understood American affairs 
better than Pius XII, nor has any Pope 
leaned more heavily upon American fi- 
nancial and political support. 

His successor, as Supreme Pontiff, 
is chosen according to the ancient au- 
thoritarian traditions of his Church. 
The American Catholic people have 
neither voice nor vote in that selec- 
tion. The appointed Cardinals of the 
College of Cardinals—55 in number— 
meeting in the Vatican palace in Rome 
between the 15th and 18th day after 
the death of the Pope, ballot among 
themselves in secret until a thin, white 
column of smoke, rising from an an- 
cient chimney, will announce to the 
world that a new “Prince of the Apos- 
tles” has been chosen. 
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¢ Editorials ¢ 


Pluralism 


Vs. 
The Melting Pot 


Totalitarians facing democratic 
distaste for some pet concept, are in- 
clined to change its name so that it 
will not be readily identified and 
further discredited. Thus Communist 
dictatorships have been renamed 
“people’s democracies.’’ And the at- 
tempt of the American Catholic 
hierarchy to segregate our children 
on religious lines has acquired the 
dignified pseudo-scientific name of 
“cultural pluralism.” But “pluralism” 
is still the antithesis of the Melting 
Pot, the shining ideal upon which 
our nation’s unity is based. Let us 
not be fooled by the new label. 

Senator John Kennedy of Mas- 
sachusetts, speaking to a Yeshiva 
University group, endorses the con- 
cept. To some Jews like Will Herberg, 
it seems like a desirable substitute 
for full acceptance into American 
society. It sometimes gets support 
from other, rather surprisingly re- 
spectable, sources. 


Parochial Aid 


Thus at the recent meeting of the 
American Psychological Association 
in Washington, conducted in con- 
junction with the convention of the 
American Catholic Psychological As- 
sociation, a Unitarian named Robert 
F. Creegan got headline attention 
by endorsing what he called “sub- 
sidized pluralism.” It was clear that 
he meant federal aid to parochial 
schools. 

He said that his proposal would 
avoid the development of a “drab 
and undemocratic sameness” in 
American education. He said that the 
government should support the “sec- 
ular part” of the “education of groups 
wishing to preserve their own values 
and cultures.” 

He was promptly challenged as 
indirectly also endorsing racial segre- 
gation. He denied this, asserting the 
“racists” attempt to exploit, rather 
than serve, ‘altogether defensible in- 
terests in group survival.” 


Wreck Public Schools 


If he maintains this right of segre- 
gation for Roman Catholics, he sup- 
ports it for Mormons, for Methodists, 
for atheists, for vegetarians, for every- 
body. Dr. Creegan would prefer 258 
competing sectarian school systems, 
none of them any good, to one demo- 
cratic “common school” system which 
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can be credited with most of our 
progress toward the American Dream. 

This is the kind of reasoning that 
supports strong states against the 
national government, the kind of 
thinking that gave rise to the Civil 
War. It would favor ghettos and 
foreign enclaves within our culture. 
It would justify Catholic, Protestant, 
Jewish, Amish, courts, libraries, scout 
troops, rotary clubs — a complete 
Balkanization of America. 

The common public school means 
that united we shall stand. What Mr. 
Creegan and his ecclesiastical allies 
call “pluralism” means that divided 
we shall certainly fall. 


+ 


The Cart 
And the Horse 


A RNS report states that the 
Fair Campaign Practices Committee, 
Inc. a group of which Charles P. 
Taft is chairman, will presently hold 
an “off the record” meeting to “con- 
sider the integrity of questions that 
could be put to Roman Catholic 
candidates for public office.” 

Is it the purpose of this meeting 
to throw a wall of silence around 
such candidates? Is it to suppress 
questions about a possible conflict 
of loyalties between the candidate’s 
allegiance to a_ religious power 
structure and his civil responsibili- 
ties as an American official? We hope 
not, yet the ambiguous language of 
the announcement is disturbing. 

If this is indeed the purpose of the 
tri-faiths meeting, then we suggest 
that Mr. Taft and his colleagues are 
approaching the problem in the wrong 
way. Instead of trying to suppress 
questions, they should try to dis- 
cover why people want to ask them. 


Why the Sheltering Arm? 


Why does the Roman Catholic 
candidate need protection from 
troublesome questions? We are aware 
of no such movement on behalf of 
a Presbyterian, Methodist, Disciples 
or Quaker candidate. Would it not 
be more realistic to investigate the 
causes which give rise to this special 
apprehension? 

We know, for example, that the 
Roman Catholic Church is the only 
church operating on the American 
Scene which is controlled from 
abroad. It is averred that the control 
is only “moral and spiritual.” Yet, 
we know that the “moral and spirit- 
ual” area has been defined so as to 
include many things which are civil 
functions in a democratic society. 


We know that in every instance on 
record where Roman Catholicism has 
gained cultural domination, it has 
used its power to deny freedom to 
others. 

We know that the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy is avowedly seeking public 
funds for its separate school system. 

We do hope that in the interest 
of fair play the Fair Practices Com- 
mittee will not attempt to close these 
areas to honest inquiry. 


Smoke and Fire 


The question persists: why must 
this solicitous concern be exhibited 
for the Roman Catholic candidate? 
What lies back of the incipient anti- 
clericalism which so many seem to 
fear? Why would a_ prominent 
Roman Catholic make the statement 
that should civil protection be with- 
drawn in Spain, the life of every 
priest would be in peril? 

Why are there anti-clerical out- 
bursts at the present time in Argen- 
tina, Italy, Peru and Poland? 

Are the people demonic? Are they 
hostile to God? Or could it just be 
that certain policies and actions of 
the church itself are responsible? 
The questions are worth asking and 
the answers worth seeking. 

With these words Dr. St. John- 
Stevas brought to a close the seminar 
on “Religion and Freedom” spon- 
sored by the Fund for the Republic: 
“The Catholic problem is an exis- 
tential problem; it exists in the 
people’s mind. This conference gives 


(Continued on page 8) 





Church and State 


Published Monthly (except August) by 
Protestants and Other Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State 
DEcatur 2-4044 
1633 Mass. Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 
Minimum Annual POAU Membership $3.00, 
$2.00 of which is for Annual Subscription 
to Church and State 
Entered as Second-Class Matter at the Post 
Office at Washington, D. C. 

Member of Associated Church Press 
President Treasurer 
Louie D. Newton Harold C. Fitz 

Honorary President Vice-Presidents 
Charles C. Morrison G. Bromley Oxnam 
Treasurer John A. Mackay 
(Emeritus) J. M. Dawson 
E. H. DeGroot, Jr. (Emeritus) 
Recording Secretary 
Frank H. Yost 
Executive Director Associate Director 
Glenn L. Archer C. Stanley Lowell 
Dir. of Organization 
John C. Mayne 
Special Counsel 
Paul Blanshard 
Executive Committee 
The Officers, with 
Miss Charl Ormond Williams, Clyde W. Taylor, 
Ellis H. Dana, W. K. Haddock, C. Emanuel 
Carlson, Theodore H. Palmquist, Frank W. 
Blackwelder, W. Stanley Rycroft 
Editor 
Glenn L. Archer 
Managing Editor 
C. Stanley Lowell 
Contributing Editors 
John C. Mayne Paul Blanshard 


CHURCH AND STATE 





—s- ~~ ees 45 AS nae aos Oe Ome > oa ae te Op. 


_——— 


Ss ira er — 


oe oe oe oe 


SE alll oe lll ae elon 7 ee ee ee 


424 et OF; 


=~ Ay OA BB” 





—_—_—_— SS ee .CUhellrlCO™ 








NEWS From Far and Near | 


@ Judge Juvenal Marchisio of New York, National Chairman of the 
American Committee on Italian Migration is touring the United States, seek- 
ing support for increased quotas for Italy and other Southern European na- 
tions. He charges discrimination based on “prejudice in some parts of the 
South.” Judge Marchisio’s organization was founded by the late Joseph 
Cardinal Stritch of Chicago. 


@ The Catholic Teachers’ Association of Brooklyn has asked for 
an airing by the Mayor of New York of charges that “the Queens 
College administration consistently dismisses Catholic faculty mem- 
bers after three years service to prevent their attaining tenure.” 
POAU is investigating the facts. 


@ The Roman Catholic Bishop of Bilbao, in Spain, says that Protestants 
are “more and more extending their tentacles” in his province. It is, he says, 
a “serious and alarming position.” Some Catholic homes, he claims, have 
been visited by non-Catholics who left religious literature. He reminded Cath- 
olics to “keep him fully informed” regarding such activities since proselyting 
is illegal in Spain. 


@ At Sarasota, Florida, the Knights of Columbus protested as 
“morally and legally wrong” the use of a Masonic emblem on a hos- 
pital cornerstone because it “is a public building built with tax- 
payers’ money.” The cornerstone laying was indefinitely postponed. 


@ In his summer palace at Castelgandolfo, financed from the U. S. Treas- 
ury, the Pope received Joseph P. Kennedy of Boston and Florida, former 
top New Dealer, multimillionaire father of the Presidency-seeking young 
Massachusetts Senator. As is usual for the visits, subject of conversation was 
not revealed. 


@ At the American Religious Town Hall Meeting, originating at 
Independence Hall in Philadelphia, which will be distributed on film 
to 100 TV stations, Dr. Ira Allen, a district superintendent of the 
Methodist Minnesota Conference said he had “grave doubts as to 
whether parochial schools were consistent with democracy, because 
they foster religious segregation.” 





@ Italy’s 543 licensed brothels housing 543 women, and the estimated 
5,000 licensed streetwalkers were outlawed by a law just adopted. But illegal 
prostitutes in the country are estimated at 100,000 and the bill’s sponsor says 
“30% of all women between 15 and 60 give themselves up to prostitution in 
its various degrees.” 


@ The American Unitarian Association at its recent annual meet- 
ing declared “firm and unequivocal support for the principle of 
Separation of Church and State” and urged the Adult Programs De- 
partment of the Council of Liberal Churches to “work with organiza- 
tions committed to the principle . . . with a view to developing a 
joint initiative.” 

@ An official of the Hungarian Communist Government “questioned” the 
right of Josef Cardinal Mindszenty to asylum in the U. S. legation, where he 
has been for almost two years, but said that he “could stay there as long as 
he lives so far as the Hungarian Government is concerned.” But the American 
legation, he avers, ‘has made several efforts to get rid of Mindszenty as even 
Americans are displeased with him staying there.” 


@ Parochial schools must be characterized by an “all-pervasive 
Catholicism,” declared Dr. Edward D. Simmons, professor of philos- 
ophy at Marquette University. Catholicism, he said, “is a principle 
which makes itself significantly felt throughout the total organism 
which is the Catholic school.” 


@ The National Association of Evangelicals asked the State Department to 
help prevent confiscation of property belonging to an evangelical church in 
Greece, allegedly at the instigation of the official Orthodox Church. The inci- 
dent caused concern as to what might be expected in Cyprus if Orthodox 
Archbishop Makarios succeeds in transferring that island from British to 
Greek rule. 
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Liquor, Gambling 
Cause Priest Fine 


A riotous picnic sponsored by St. 
Florian’s Roman Catholic Church of 
Hatley, Wisconsin, had its hangover 
in a court appearance and fines for 
the church’s pastor, Father Raymond 
Rucki. After agents had purchased 
whiskey at 25c a shot and had lost 
sundry amounts at Father Rucki’s 
gambling tables, they moved in on 
the operations. 


Under Canon Law 120 of his de- 
nomination, which even today is 
imposed on certain countries, no 
priest can be arrested and brought 
to trial without the consent of his 
bishop. Apparently the officers were 
not familiar with such niceties, and, 
for some reason, treated the priest 
the same as they would have treated 
any violator of the state’s laws. 

Father Rucki was promptly haled 
into court and fined $100 on the 
gambling count and $250 for operat- 
ing a bar without a hard liquor 
license. 

Priest Argues for Privilege 


The priest took a dim view of the 
proceedings. He argued volubly that 
the agents should have quietly 
tipped him off before making the raid 
so that no arrest would have been 
made and the liquor and gambling 
equipment could have escaped con- 
fiscation. 

“Why did we fight a war for?” 
Father Rucki and his friends wanted 
to know. “We can’t even have a 
church picnic without Russian tac- 
tics.” 

This was too much for John 
Davidson, one of the officers who had 
been beaten up by St. Filorian’s 
parishioners as they resisted the law 
men. He pointed out to Father 
Rucki that he, too, had been in some 
wars. He had fought in World War 
II and in the Korean War to boot. 
“The freedom I was fighting for was 
a freedom based on law and order,” 
he said. 

Mr. Davidson also flatly denied 
Father Rucki’s statement that the 
officers had not shown their badges. 
He said they had plainly displayed 
them and explained their identity 
before going into action. 


State Agent Dies 
A bizarre episode occurred im- 
mediately after the officers had com- 
pleted their raid on the church liquor 
and gambling operations. The agent 


(Continued on page 4) 








Morse Receives Recognition 
For Church Subsidy Stand 


Senator Wayne Morse (D.-Ore.) is 
being widely acclaimed in the Cath- 
olic press as the outstanding advocate 
of public subsidies to its denomina- 
tional schools in the 85th Congress. 
The tributes are deserved, for Senator 
Morse battled repeatedly on the Sen- 
ate floor for benefits to these private 
institutions. Those who opposed such 
benefits were denounced by the sen- 
ator as guilty of bigotry. 

On August 12, in an impassioned 
plea for the excise tax exemption 
which will benefit parochial schools 
to the extent of about a million and a 
half a year, Senator Morse said: 

I... make a plea that a small section 

of the House bill on excise taxes be ap- 

proved by the Senate . . . so as to do 
equality of justice to the private schools 
as well as the public schools, both of 
which groups are seeking to give educa- 
tional service to American boys and girls. 

. .. Underneath is a prejudice which has 

prevailed in America for too long. It is 

not based upon a sound premise, but upon 
the argument that if we do something 
for a boy or girl attending a private 

(parochial) school, we are . Violating 

the great historic doctrine of separation 

of church and state. The doctrine has 
nothing whatsoever to do with (this)... .” 

Warming up to his topic, Morse 
returned to the Senate floor for an- 
other round the following day. This 
time he said: 

My state has threshed out through the 

courts the issue of whether tax dollars 

can be used for the benefit of the stu- 
dents who attend private educational in- 
stitutions. The famous Oregon cases which 
went all the way to the United States 

Supreme Court established that point 

once and for all, in my opinion. 

Without explaining how public 
subsidies to private schools were in- 
volved in these cases (He lacked 
time, he said) Senator Morse rushed 
on: 

I point out that there is no justification 
for an attempt to draw a line of demar- 
cation between such use of State tax 
funds and such use of Federal tax 
funds, in so far as the constitutional law 
on this point is concerned. In connection 
with my amendment, it will be possible 
to trace directly to the students the ben- 
efits which thus will be received by the 
educational institutions.” 

From Senator Morse’s statements 
on August 12 and 13 it appeared 
that he had completely embraced 
the thesis advanced by Cardinal 
McIntyre and Father Blum (See 
Review Dec., 1957) that subsidies to 
parochial schools were constitutional 
if the money were given in the form 
of “aid to the pupils” rather than 
aid to the schools. 
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Senator Morse concluded his trib- 
ute to parochial schools by celebrat- 
ing the Oregonians who “had to 
fight this issue out... They... 
made a glorious record in this field. 
So we are not limited in that State 
by the kind of prejudice with regard 
to transportation and textbook facili- 
ties being supplied boys and girls 
in private schools.” 


+ 


Priest Fined 


(Continued from page 3) 


in charge, Arthur Fadness, died of an 
apparent heart attack. It was denied 
that Fadness had been one of those 
beaten up by the church picnickers 
who had resisted the officers. 

The Milwaukee Journal editorial- 
ized that church criminals ought to 
receive the same treatment as any 
other criminals. 

“It matters not whether a 
church group is involved, or some 
nonchurch organization. ... It 
matters not that illicit profits go 
‘for a good cause.’ ... It is simply 
a matter of obeying laws which 
Wisconsin people ... have put on 
the statute books, allow to re- 
main there, and generally re- 
spect.” 


It was reported that Judge Frank 
G. Loeffler had received a suggestion 
that he send the church violators 
back to parochial school for a post- 
graduate course in respect for law and 
order, or how to overcome delin- 
quency. 

There was no intimation of this 
from the court, however. The judge 
fined the ecclesiastical offender just 
the same as any other offender. 


+ 


Church Offered 
Political Pie 


The issue of public subsidy to 
church schools has become overt in 
American politics. Specific instances 
were popping out all over as the fall 
campaigns warmed up. 

In Massachusetts Joseph V. 
Aguiar, Jr. offered himself as a 
candidate for Representative on a 
platform of church subsidy. He 





pledged that if elected he would get 
the state to pay half the cost of all 
new parochial schools. 

In Stamford, Conn. Martin F. 
Armstrong, Jr. was appealing for 
Catholic votes in his campaign for 
Mayor with a promise of free bus 
service for parochial schools. 

In Central Falls, Rhode Island city 
councilman Raymond J. Morissette 
has been campaigning on a proposal 
to make an initial annual grant of 
$15,000 toward fuel and maintenance 
costs of the town’s parochial schools. 


Another and not unrelated devel- 
opment is the growing tendency of 
candidates to offer for public office as 
sectarians. Doug Bradshaw, candidate 
for state senator in Montgomery 
County, Maryland is circulating cam- 
paign material touting himself as a 
“member of St. Bernadette Parish.” 
No other qualifications are men- 
tioned. The implication is that, if 
elected, Bradshaw would represent 
St. Bernadette Parish in the legisla- 
ture. 


+ 


Pope Asks More Tax Aid 
For Catholic Schools 


Pope Pius XII has issued a state- 
ment asking for more public funds to 
support Roman Catholic denomina- 
tional schools. His immediate audi- 
ence was a group of Roman Catholic 
teachers, but observers agreed that 
his remarks were pitched primarily 
to the United States. 

“Unfortunately,” the Pope com- 
plained, “in spite of its evident merits 
the Catholic school does not always 
find the support from the public 
authorities which it should by right 
receive.” 

One of the major objectives of the 
Catholic school, he said, was to en- 
courage students in participating in 
the liturgy and sacraments of the 
Church and in starting “as soon as 
possible” their apostolate among their 
schoolmates. 


Archbishop Karl J. Alter of Cin- 
cinnati was quick to echo the Pope’s 
demand. In a statement issued 
September 21 he declared “that 
freedom of education does not enjoy 
equal status with freedom of speech 
and freedom of assembly (in the 
U.S.). We contend that where the 
burden of school taxation is univer- 
sally imposed, there should be a uni- 
versal application of the principle of 
distributive justice.” 


CHURCH AND STATE 
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Poland’s Reaction: 
““A PLAGUE ON BOTH’”’ 


In Poland as in America, the 
struggle between the state and the 
Roman Catholic Church involves a 
claim by both to sovereignty over 
all the people. In America, it is a 
fight between a totalitarian church 
and a democratic state. In Poland, 
it is between two dictatorships. 

They have sought a seemingly im- 
possible modus vivendi or means of 
living together. While avowing sepa- 
ration of Church and State, the 
Communist government now sub- 
sidizes religious education in the pub- 
lic schools and gives other financial 
aid to the hierarchy. It grants “fam- 
ily allowances” (like those proposed 
by Senator Richard Neuberger) for 
education in Catholic schools. It helps 
the Catholics to persecute the Pro- 


testant minority in former German 
territories. It has even censored Com- 
munist publications for criticizing the 
bishops. 


Uneasy Truce 


In return, Gomulka received the 
support of Cardinal Wyczynski in the 
elections of last year. The Cardinal 
also endorsed Poland’s claims to for- 
mer German territories and got the 
Pope to name Polish bishops for 
them. Through the aid of Senator 
John F. Kennedy and others, Poland 
got large loans from the U.S. and 
millions of dollars worth of our 
government’s “surplus” food and 
supplies. 

But this truce, corrupt in its incep- 
tion, began to break down as soon 
as it was made in 1956. The Church 
is trying to restore its historic control 
over all charity and welfare work. 
It would rather let American food 
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rot at the docks than have it dis- 
tributed by government clerks. The 
dispute as to who will distribute the 
food has been a major issue in the 
latest conflict between the church and 
the state. 


Catholics defy the regulations re- 
quiring removal of crucifixes from 
school-rooms. They insist on conduct- 
ing religious ceremonies therein. They 
agitate against children who absent 
themselves from catechism classes, 
implying that they are Jews. Thus, 
they revive anti-Semitism which 
helped keep the former Catholic dic- 
tatorship in control of the country. 

Cardinal Wyczynski insists that 
Poland, a Catholic nation, be rep- 
resented in Parliament by believers, 
which would permit him to expel any 
legislator by excommunication. His 
church has threatened to denounce 
from the pulpit any doctor who co- 
operates with the planned parenthood 
drive. It refuses to recognize non- 
Catholic marriages and encourages 
bigamy by remarrying in the Church 
those previously married in registry 
offices and undivorced. It has re- 
occupied by force a part of the vast 
domain of land taken from it after 
the war and distributed to the peas- 
ants. It maintains an “Institute of 
National Vows” where Polish citizens 
are invited to swear allegiance to the 
Prince of Rome. 


Despotism 


The government has resisted these 
attacks. Gomulka has condemned the 
Czestochowa shrine as a “factory of 
illusions,” maintained for clerico- 
political purposes. He has removed 
from the government payroll mem- 
bers of religious orders loyal not to 
Poland but to Rome. But his govern- 
ment has also acted despotically by 
imposing censorship on _ church 
periodicals and depriving them of a 
paper supply. It has ruled out reli- 
gious broadcasts. And it has refused 
workers the privilege of time off 
from work without pay for pilgrim- 
ages to the national shrine. 

A force claiming to be irresistible 
seems to have come up against an 
object which insists upon its im- 
movability. 


+ 


After a ruling by their solicitor, 
the Directors of the Boyertown Area 
Schools in Pennsylvania rejected a 
request for permission to the Good 
News Club of Berks County to 
teach the Bible on or off school 
grounds on released time. 











President Prado 


‘‘A Rose by Any 
Other Name.. .’’ 


Well-to-do and powerful, Peruvian Presi- 
dent Manuel Prado had little trouble getting 
a church divorce in order to marry his para- 
mour. 

Instead of saying “divorce,” the theological 
technicians said “annulment,” meaning that 
the marriage had never been valid. This was 
50 years, several children and grandchildren 
in being found out. And it was not discovered 
until the present Senora Prado entered the 
picture. 

When their big church wedding was an- 
nounced at a mass in the cathedral, half the 
congregation walked out in protest. The local 
hierarchy announced a prayer service. 

The new marriage was solemnized by the 
highest Roman Catholic prelate in Peru. 

This case parallels the famous annulment 
in 1926 of the marriage of the Duke of Marl- 
borough and Consuelo Vanderbilt, after 30 
years of marriage, on the ground that Miss 
Vanderbilt had been “coerced.” 





The new Senora Prado 





Hospital Code 


(Continued from page 1) 


power, we have religious freedom 
because you believe in it; when 
we get into power, you will not 
have religious freedom because 
we do not believe in it. ... 
Without strong opposition to 
autocracy human rights are in 
jeopardy. The New York birth- 
control issue will serve well if it 
awakens us to the threat of ec- 
clesiastical dominance.” 


Of all churches in New York only 
the Roman Catholic lamented the 
lifting of the ban. In a perfect dem- 
onstration of how to be a bad loser 
Cardinal Spellman’s office issued a 
statement saying that the board’s 
decision “introduces an immoral 
practice in our hospitals and perverts 
the nature and dignity of man.” The 
Cardinal called on all Catholic hos- 
pital personnel to refuse to cooperate 
with the new ruling. 


“Commonweal” Comes Through 


A heartening feature of the battle 
was that a courageous voice for free- 
dom was raised from within Roman 
Catholic ranks. James Finn, the liber- 
al associate editor of Commonweal, 
a magazine published by Catholic 
laymen, warned the hierarchy of the 
peril in trying to force on the public 
Catholic practices which might out- 
rage the convictions of many. He 
urged his church to rely less on 
legal means and more on moral 
suasion. 

In no sense did Editor Finn repudi- 
ate his church’s teaching on birth 
control. He merely argued that the 
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church should not attempt to use 
legal authority to coerce others. In 
this he agreed with the point made 
earlier by the Protestant Dr. Dan 
Potter. 

Mr. Finn did argue, however, that 
Catholic nurses and _ attendants 
should not be expected to assist in 
carrying out birth control therapy. 
Such a proviso was actually included 
in the new rule promulgated by the 
hospital board. 

Some apprehension was at once 
expressed by those who feared a 
patient’s life might yet be jeopard- 
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ized in a situation where a Catholic 
doctor might obey the priests and 
refuse to prescribe the necessary 
therapy. Others felt that hospital 
procedures might break down if Cath- 
olic nurses would refuse to carry out 
physicians’ orders in birth control 
cases. 

Dr. Jacobs declared in answer to 
such objections that “a patient in 
a city hospital is assigned to a serv- 
ice, not to a doctor. Several physi- 
cians and conferences are involved in 
decisions.” 

+ 


Superintendent 
Opposes Giveaway 


When Mayor George Christopher 
of San Francisco tried to dispose of 
a valuable piece of public land as 
“surplus” by turning it over to the 
Roman Catholic Church, he encoun- 
tered firm opposition. The protester 
was one of the mayor’s fellow Catho- 
lics, Dr. Harold Spears, San Fran- 
cisco’s superintendent of schools. 

Dr. Spears argued strongly that 
the land, which Father John F. X. 
Connolly was seeking in order to ex- 
pand operations of the University of 
San Francisco, a Roman Catholic in- 
stitution, would be needed for future 
development of the city’s public 
schools. He pointed out that the 
land had been reserved for expan- 
sion of public school facilities and 
that such expansion was already 
needed. 

Dr. Spears was commended for his 
stand by the San Francisco chapter 
of POAU. 
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Parochial School Property Tax 
Faces Voters in California 


Should parochial schools be exempt 
from property tax? Californians will 
give the answer in November when 
they vote on proposition 16. This 
calls for repeal of the existing exemp- 
tion on parochial schools of less than 
collegiate rank. (Private colleges 
have long been exempt). 

This issue has been before the 
voters three times before. On two 
occasions the exemption was snowed 
under, but in 1952 it squeaked 
through by a margin of about 1% 
in nearly 5 million votes. 

Principal protagonist of tax exemp- 
tion for parochial schools, and now 
principal opponent of proposition 16, 
is the Roman Catholic Church. It 
has the lion’s share of these institu- 
tions and 80% of the pupils. 


Propaganda Picture 


Those favoring repeal of the ex- 
emption point out that private 
school property values have leaped 
from $14 million to $53 million since 
the exemption became effective in 
1953. They point out, too, that the 
1952 election was won by a “trick.” 
A last minute advertising blitz in- 
undated the state with a picture of 
a pitifully crippled child and the 
caption. “Please Don’t Tax My 
School.” 

Chances of such a last minute 
maneuver this time are slim. The 
issue is clearly joined: shall exemp- 
tion be repealed or shall it stand? 

Many church groups have gone on 
record urging a vote for proposition 
16 as a vote for the public schools. 
Latest to do so was the powerful 
Southern California-Arizona Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Church. Its 
resolution insisted that “private 
schools below coilege level shall be 
supported by private funds and shall 
not be given free of charge, the 
public services made possible by 
property tax funds.” 

Another church recently offering 
support to the referendum measure 
was the San Francisco Presbytery of 
the United Presbyterian Church. 
“We do not believe in financing 
schools with whose teachings we can- 
not agree,” the resolution said. 

Protestants have divided as some 
Adventist and Episcopalian groups 
have been active in opposing the 
repeal. Bishop James A. Pike, newly 
elected Protestant Episcopal prelate 
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of California, has been highly vocal 
in denouncing proponents of repeal. 


+ 


“‘Square”’ Still Alive, 
Say Lawyers 


Attorneys in whom POAU has 
deepest confidence have expressed 
strong disagreement with our story 
(September, page 4) that the Lincoln 
Square case remains only “technically 
alive” and the reported impression 
that “similar challenges would meet 
a fate similar to Lincoln Square.” 

The new suits filed in the federal 
court, challenging the resale of public 
land to Fordham University for 
$3,500,000 less than it cost, have now 
been dismissed but the decision is 
being taken to the Circuit Court of 
Appeals for review. 

In spite of the refusal of the 
Supreme Court of the United States 
to take jurisdiction of a previous case 
on the same issue, distinguished 
lawyers have expressed considerable 
confidence that the cases will even- 
tually be decided in favor of the peti- 
tioners. 





The Law 
in Action 











The President has signed a bill 
which permits duty-free importation 
of religious vestments and “regalia.” 

* * * 


The Toledo, Ohio, City Manager 
stopped Roman Catholic bingo games 
operated in violation of state and 
city laws. The mayor complained of 
the “religious tone” of protests 
which followed. But these protests 
resulted in the Council’s overruling 
the Manager by exempting “non- 
profit” gamblers from the city ban. 

* * * 


T he (Protestant) I n t er-Church 
Transportation Council meets 
November 14 to consider “how addi- 
tional air lines can be encouraged to 
adopt reduced fare rates for the 
clergy.” A few have done so, but 
the Air Transportation Association 
opposes such reductions and seeks 
repeal of the 1956 law by which 
they are authorized. 

* * * 


A Unitarian clergyman at Anna- 
polis asked the U.S. Naval Academy 
to abolish compulsory chapel at- 
tendance for midshipmen as “a seri- 
ous and unjustified offense against 
freedom of conscience.” 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Law 
(Continued from page 7) 


The attorney for the State Uni- 
versity of New York has ruled out 
“on-campus worship services” at 
Buffalo State Teachers’ College and 
the “chapel” there has been redesig- 
nated a “meditation room.” He has 
also ruled that Albany State Teach- 
er’s college may provide two “inter- 
view cubicles’ for occasional 
consultation by students with clergy- 
men. 


* * * 


Judge David Carmody of Santa 
Fe, New Mexico, ordered a woman, 
convicted of cashing a $90 welfare 
check that didn’t belong to her, 
to attend church with her children 
every Sunday for two years or go 
to jail. 


* * * 


Graham, North Carolina, has just 
adopted an ordinance prohibiting 
street preaching without a permit. 
Three men promptly violated it, one 
taking up as soon as another was 
arrested. The cases are pending in 
court. 


Editorial 
(Continued from page 2) 


to American Catholics a solemn warn- 
ing that, whoever is responsible, the 
image of the Catholic Church which 
has been created in the American 
mind is not an image of the Church 
of Christ. It is largely an image of 
a power structure.” 

These words are true. So long as 
they are true the American people 
have a right to be heard and an- 
swered. 





REPORT ON ILLINOIS PLATES 


A storm of angry protest went up 
following the announcement that Illi- 
nois’ 1959 license plates would “honor 
Quincy College,” a Roman Catholic 
school. Now the office of the Secretary 
of State says no such action is planned. 
The only “honoring” will be in the 
color of the plates which is the same 
as the college colors. 

The Secretary made no comment on 
whether the newly appointed Arch- 
bishop of Chicago will rate license 
number “1” for his black ‘imousine, 
which has been the case in the past. 
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